
 
  

REPORT OF: Head of Communities and Place  

To: Full Council  

Subject: Levelling Up Fund and Community Renewal Fund  

Date: 12.4.2021  Reference:  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT:    
1. To outline details of the Levelling Up Fund and Community Renewal Fund. 
2. To seek member approval that the Isaacs yard project should be prioritised as the TDC 

submission for the first round of the Levelling Up Fund 
 

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 
The Levelling Up Fund and Community Renewal Fund were both announced as part of the budget 
in March 2021. Torridge has been recognised as a priority 1 (of 3) area for both the Levelling Up 
fund and Community Renewal Fund. In recognition of this priority status TDC will be provided 
development grant funding and additional appraisal advantage for both funds. 
 
 
 

2. REPORT 
 
Levelling Up Fund 
 
The Levelling Up Fund is billed as a key government tool to support investment in local 
infrastructure which has a visible impact on local communities. £4billion has been assigned to the 
fund for a 4 year period, although it is expected that districts will only be able to successfully access 
the fund on one occasion. Only 1 bid is allowed by the local authority and will accept bids of up to 
£20m. Bids must have the support of the MP, and it is encouraged that only one bid be brought 
forward per MP. Crucially, work must begin on the funded project during 2021-22, and so plans 
need to be significantly advanced in advance of the June 18th submission deadline if they are to be 
successful.  
 
The Levelling Up Fund sets out 3 priority themes for the first round of funding in 2021-22: 

 Transport investments, with a special category of appraisal included to facilitate £20m- £50m 
projects. 

 Regeneration and town centre investment 

 Cultural investment 
 
Environmental and heritage considerations are also listed as having a significant importance, with a 
clear emphasis being placed on contributing to the government’s Net Zero ambitions. 
 
The fund states that: 
 
We want to help communities transform derelict, vacant or poorly used sites into vibrant commercial 
and community hubs that local people can be proud of.  
 
Projects submitted for appraisal under this investment theme may include:  
• Regenerating key leisure and retail sites and improving their security, in order to encourage new 
businesses and public services to locate there.  
• Removing derelict buildings and other eyesores to make way for new developments.  



 
  

• Site acquisition and remediation of abandoned or brownfield sites, for both commercial and new 
residential use.  
• Improving the public realm including high streets, parks and green spaces, designing out 
opportunities for crime and anti-social behaviour.  
• Creating better connectivity between and within key retail and leisure sites.  
• Putting forward ‘Town Deals’ for individual or groups of smaller towns that did not receive 
investment from the Towns Fund. 
 
Following previous consultation with Geoffrey Cox MP and also recent consultation with Devon 
County Council it is considered that the Isaac’s Yard project, which was unanimously supported by 
Full Council in July 2020 for the Future High Street Fund, should be adapted in light of feedback 
from MHCLG and submitted. Feedback indicated a very strong bid with the significant impediment 
being the use of the previous HM Treasury Green Book regulations which have now been reviewed 
and adapted, overcoming the issue which weighted against the Bideford bid. 
 
 
Community Renewal Fund 
 
The Community Renewal Fund again has a June 18th submission deadline and sets out a series of 
key investment priorities. 
• Investment in skills 
• Investment for local business 
• Investment in communities and place 
• Supporting people into employment 

 
90% of funding available through the UK Community Renewal Fund is revenue funding. Projects 
should be of an innovative nature and also seek to further the Net Zero agenda. Pilot programmes 
must be delivered by the end of March 2022 as a learning process for the Shared Prosperity Fund 
to launch in 2022. This short delivery window ensures that proposals must have a high sense of 
deliverability and also places an emphasis on Torridge District Council not seeking to be the key 
delivery partner, but to use this opportunity to leverage opportunity from outside- for example, 
through innovation or knowledge / skill partners to role-out in a rural context, ramp up provision from 
North Devon+ or amplify impact from existing funding streams, such as through DWP, Connecting 
Devon and Somerset or DCC’s Recovery Programme.  
 
Priority Districts are encouraged to bid to their “Lead Authority” (for Torridge that is Devon County 
Council) for up to £3million worth of projects. Those projects are recommended to be of a scale of 
more than £500,000 and seek to create genuine change and community growth. Non priority 
districts will be allowed to bid for funding, although initial feedback from MHCLG has indicated that 
priority status will provide an automatic boost to appraisal scoring. 
 
Significant work has already been undertaken with Devon County Council, as the designated Lead 
Authority to map out the opportunity for a series of umbrella themes to be constructed, enabling a 
series of smaller strands to build up into a larger project which will achieve the desired scale and 
also ensure that benefits can be felt across the district. This fund, crucially, is about creating pilot 
projects that do not fall into the “business as normal” category. 
 
Initial proposals indicate that umbrella themes will focus on: 

 Digital futures (connected people, communities and businesses) 

 Green jobs 

 Rural futures- creating opportunities and building resilience within rural settings 

 Accelerating growth- building on local strengths to fast track recovery and build a brighter 
future 

 



 
  

However, as the Lead Authority Devon County Council is also expected to request additional 
submissions from other organisations. Our intention as Torridge District Council is to adopt a 
Northern Devon Futures approach and to work closely with key partners in order to ensure a 
strategically-aligned collaboration rather than submit separate proposals which would lessen impact 
and attractiveness to fund. That does not guarantee, though, that all of our proposals will be 
approved by Devon County Council and moved on to central government consideration for funding. 
 
 

3. IMPLICATIONS 

 

Legal Implications 

N/A. 

 

Financial Implications 

 

As a priority 1 district for the Levelling Up Fund Torridge District Council will be awarded £125,000 

to support project development, and £140,000 as a priority district for the Community Renewal 

Fund. 

 

At this stage the capital requirements associated with the the delivery of the Levelling Up fund 

submission are yet to be determined but it is anticipated that the project will be of similar scale to 

the previous Future High street Fund proposal. 

 

The actual financial details of any submission to the Levelling Up Fund and Community Renewal 

Fund will be the subject of further reports to Community and Resources Committee. 

 

Human Resources Implications 

 

Development of both bids will require significant human resource input. 

 

Sustainability/Biodiversity Implications 

 

Torridge District Council’s Climate Emergency declaration and the government’s Net Zero agenda 

will be at the forefront of plans and considerations. Feedback provided by MHCLG to the Future 

High Street Fund submission indicated that the green considerations included were of a very high 

quality and received specific praise. 

 

 



 
  

Equality/Diversity 

 

Proposals need to ensure that they create opportunities across the district and take into 

consideration a range of social groupings in order to further equality and diversity, and creating 

opportunities for all. 

 

Risk Management 

 

Detailed risk management evaluations will be undertaken throughout the development of both 

submissions. The risk appraisal for Isaac’s Yard will be reviewed and updated but was considered fit 

for purpose within the Future High Street Fund submission. Delivery considerations must also be 

paramount in order to ensure that the benefits can truly be felt for the people, communities, 

business and environment of Torridge. 

 

Compliance with Policies and Strategies 
 

 
 

Data Protection (GDPR) Implications 

 

Lead Member Views 

Date of Consultation-  

 
 

4. CONCLUSIONS  
 
 
The Levelling Up Fund and Community Renewal Fund provide a unique opportunity for the district 

and for the community. The breadth of possibility will ensure that innovative practices can be 

explored to reach out to create opportunities which otherwise would previously have been 

unthinkable, in particular among deep rural communities. It is also essential that Community 

Renewal Fund proposals genuinely seek to create gains across the entire district. 

 

However, even though Torridge has been listed as a priority location, there is no guarantee which, if 

any, submissions will be funded.  

 

 

 

 



 
  

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 Approve that the Isaacs Yard project be further developed and prepared as the first round  

Levelling Up Fund Submission for Torridge and that proposals for Community Renewal Fund 

developed in line with the process set out in the report. 

 
 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

 

 Consultations: Date of Consultation –  

Officers Consulted –  

 Contact Officer: Economic Development Officer 

 


